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obtained from Congress grant of large pow-
ers, with, which to combat the evils of unem-
ployment, depreciation of values and general
stagnation of industry. Departing from early
Democratic theories, the Roosevelt adminis-
tration adopted many measures which tended
to centralize control and regulation in the
Federal Government.
The Republican Party. The Republican
party, organized at Jackson, Mich., in 1854,
was the outgrowth of opposition to slavery.
It was formed by the fusion of anti-slavery
parties and factions, among them the Liberty
Party, the Free Soil Party, Know Nothings,
anti-slavery "Whigs, anti-slavery Democrats
and Abolitionists. The Republicans held their
first national convention in 1S56, and nomi-
nated John C. Fremont for President. Among
their most prominent leaders were Abraham
Lincoln, William H. Seward, Horace Gree-
ley, Salmon P. Chase, Hannibal Hamlin and
William Cullen Bryant, besides scores of
others prominent in political life. Within
two years the party secured a popular ma-
jority against slavery in fifteen states and
elected eleven United States Senators. At
the election in 1856 Fremont secured 114 elec-
toral votes. By 1859 the party had gained a
majority in the House of Representatives. At
the election of 1860 it came into power with
the election of Abraham Lincoln, and for fifty
years, with the exception of the election of
1884 and of 1892, it managed the affairs of
the nation.
The Republican party was at once con-
fronted by the issues of the Civil War, but
during- the struggle the government -was sup-
ported by most of the Democrats of the
North. Before the election of 1864, enough of
the "War Democrats" had become estranged
to form a serious opposition. The Democrats
nominated George B. McClellan, a popular
general, and made their campaign on the as-
sertion that the war was a failure. The Re-
publicans nominated Lincoln, who was re-
elected. On April 14, 1865, just as the war
was coming to a close, President Lincoln was
•assassinated. Andrew Johnson, of Tennes-
see, a War Democrat, became President, and
during the next four years all parties suf-
fered the severest strain. Johnson imme-
diately disclosed Ms disapproval of the re-
construction policy of Congress and, as a re-
sult of Ms fierce and tactless opposition, he
was impeached, being saved from conviction
by only one vote. However, the Democrats,
 who had approved his course, refused to sup-
port him in 1868, nominating Horatio Sey-
mour, of New York, against a popular Re-
publican candidate, General U. S. Grant.
Grant gained an overwhelming victory and
furthered the Republican policy as outlined
by Congress. During his two administra-
tions, however, the opposition to the radical
reconstruction policy gained strength and
found expression in the Liberal Republican
party, which, at its convention in May, 1872,
nominated Horace Greeley, of New York, a
former Republican. Grant was renominated
by the Republican party, and, though the
majority of the Democrats endorsed the Lib-
eral Republican nomination, a few refused to
follow and nominated Charles O'Conor.
Grant received an overwhelming majority.
During the second administration of Presi-
dent Grant, charges of corruption, involving
many high officials, led to a serious rupture in
the Republican ranks, and in 1876 the Demo-
cratic candidate, Samuel J. Tilden, gained a
majority of the popular vote, though his
Republican opponent, Rutherford B. Hayes,
was chosen by an electoral commission, to
whom were referred the returns from a num-
ber of disputed states.
Reconstruction was completed -under
Hayes, and the corruption which had been
disclosed under his predecessor was so vigor-
ously dealt with that the Republicans made
decided gains in popular esteem. Their can-
didate, James A. Garfield, was elected in 1880
by a small plurality over Hancock, the Dem-
ocratic nominee, and James B. Weaver, the
Greenback candidate. Garfield was assassi-
nated early in the following year and was
succeeded by Chester A. Arthur. During'
his administration the tariff controversy
which had been constantly assuming greater
importance since the Civil War, became the
paramount issue, and the Democratic candi-
date, Grover Cleveland, was elected in 1884,
over James G. Blaine, Republican. The
houses of Congress were controlled by oppo-
site parties during this administration, and
but little was accomplished.
In 1888 Cleveland was succeeded by Ben-
jamin Harrison and the Republicans again
returned to power. The McKinley tariff,
which was passed in 1890, and the Sherman
silver law of the same year, proved unpopu-
lar, and as a result o£ a wide-spread educa-
tional campaign on the part of the Demo-
crats, Cleveland was reflected in 1892.

